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TRANSLITERATION KEY 





A distincewve glorzal stop 
made at the bottom of the throat.) 


1 ad 
~>b 

at 

th (Should be pronounced like 
the ‘th’ in the word ‘thin’.) 

el 

c_h(A censely breathed # sound 
made at the Adam’s apple in the 
middle of che throat.) 

kh (Pronounced like the chin 
the Scorash word ‘loch’ with the 
mouth hollowed to produce a full 
sound.) 

ad 

2 dh {Should be pronounced like 
the f un the word *this’,) 

| rtAslightly erilled e made be- 
hind the frone teeth which as trilled 
not more than twice.) 


3 2 


eos 
aon 

«2 $(An emphatic s pronounced 
ischind the upper front with the 
mouth hollowed to psoduce a full 
sound.) 

_~ 4 (Anemphanic d-like sound 
‘nade by pressing che enure tongue 
against the upper palate with the 
mouth hollowed to produce a full 
sound.) 

4» ¢(An emphatic ¢ sound pro- 
‘nounced behind the front teeth with 
the mouth hollowed to produce a 
full sound.) 

&  z(Anerphatic th sound, like 





the thin this, made behind the front 
reeth with the mouth hollowed 1 
produce a full sound 
t ‘lAdistincnve Semrac sound 
‘made in the muddle throat and 
sounding to a Western ear more lke 
a vowel than a consonant.) 

¢ BHA guttural sound made ae 
the top of the throat cesembling the 
untnilled German and French r with 
the mouth hollawed to produce a 
full sound.) 


ot 





g-3re 


fn 
This sound ts like the 
English # but has more body. itis 
made at the very boriom of the 
throat.) 

2 ou, 

¢ 
@ Salla*Liabu ‘alaybn wa Alba 
wa sallam— Mentioned after the 
Prophet Muhammad's name, trans- 
lated as “Allah bless him and his 
family and grant him peace.” 

am Ragrya ‘Lahn ‘anhu— 
‘Mentioned after the names of the 
Prophetic Companions, translated 
as “Allah be pleased with him.” 

i Alayhy al-sallam— Mentioned 
after the names of Prophets other 
than Prophet Muhammad @ and 
rranslated as “upon him be peace” 
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A privilege for thee only (O Beloved), 


not for the believers at large. 
Qur'an 33:50 


Publisher’s Foreword 


IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful. May 
peace, blessings and rest be upon our master Muhammad, the 
unlertered Prophet for the end of time, and upon his Family, his 
Companions, and all those who follow his way until judgment 
Day. To proceed: 

‘Allah Most High has chosen ftom the human race Prophets 
and Messengers s, and chosen from among them our Master 
Muhammad g@ as their leader and master. He is the master of 
good character, the Beloved of Allah, the Seal of Prophets, and 
the Friend of God whom Allah has obliged mankind to love and 
respect. He shall he the intercessor for the world on the day when 
none shall be permitted to step forward and intercede except hum. 
@®, and he shall be granted the Praiseworthy Station (Magam 
af-Makmied) and the Banner of Praise {Liwa’ al-Hamd). Indeed, 
he was granted what none other in creation was granted, which 
in Arabic is called khasa'‘is, or exclusive qualities. These exclusive 
qualities include warldly miracles, honour in this world and the 
next, and both outward and inward traits (akblag wa shamd’tl) 

Every Muslim has a duty to learn about this distinctive side of 
the Muhammadan nature g so as to avoid the blame that Allah 





B 


THE UNIQUE QUALITIES OF THE PROPHET @ 


gave to the disbelievers: (Or do they not recognize their Messenger 
that they deny bim?) (Quran 23:69). Therefore, learning about 
his biography #, his character, his personality, his miracles and 
his exclusive qualities (khas2''s) is spiritually obligatory for each 
and every Muslim. 

Notonly does learning the kasd ts increase Muslims in love for 
the Muhammadan reality @ at an intellectual level, bur wequally 
strengthens the connection of heart and soul to him g. The Pious 
Forhears (Salaf al-Sahh) used to consider tt of great importance 
to write about the Chosen One a and to send praises upon him. 
So they wrote countless works, and yet they did not satiate them- 
selves, each of them writing eulogies of praise commensurate to 
their own level of understanding and knowledge. 

The Hafiz or Master in the science of Hadith of the tenth cen- 
tury, Imam Jalal al-Din al-Suy dei @ wrote the most monumental 
work on the topic of Khasa'is entitled Kifayat al-Talsb al-Labih 
fi Khasa'is al-Habib (Sufficiency for the Astute Student on the 
Exclusive Distinctions of the Beloved). 

Compiled and translated as an introductory text, the book 
before you isa glimpse of that subject at hand, This book contains 
easy to read Engtish accompanied by vocalised Arabic to serve 
three purposes: to help the student of Sacred Knowledge (Shariah) 
Jearn the language of the Qur'an, the Arabic language, hecause itis 
the Propher’s blessed language g and its qua 





es are unmatched 
in any other language, to act as a Wasila or a means of attaining 
nearness to Allah and His Messenger # through the ahddith, as 
well as preserving the actual words of the scholars, 

The work was compiled hy one of the most qualified Imamsto 
present the khasa'is of the Prophet #, ashe would frequently see 
the Prophet gp in his dreams, Imam Yusuf al-Nabahani, 
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IMAM YUSUF AL-NABAHANI & 
by Shaykh GF Haddad 


His background 


He is Yasuf b. Isma‘il b. Yasuf b. Isma‘l b. Muhammad Nasir 
al-Din al-Nabahani. He traced his clan back to Bana Nabhan clan, 
an Arab desert folk who settled in the town of ljzim, north of the 
Holy sites in the land of Palestine, presently part of the district 
of Hayfah in ‘Akka, province of Beirut. Born in Ijzim in 1849 CE 
(1265 AH), he learnt the Qur'an with his father, the righteous 
Shaykh and meticulous memorizer of the Baok of Allah, Shaykh 
Isma‘il al-Nabahant. 

His father’s daily devotion in every twenty-four hours was 
one third of the Qur'an, and he would complete the Qur’an three 
times every week. Then his father sent him to Cairo to study in 
the Mosque of al-Azhar on Saturday in early Muharram of the 
year 1283 AH (16 May 1866 Ce) and he resided there unti! Rajab 
of 1289 AH (October 1872 Ce). During that time, he learned from 
the many masters of the Mosque of al-Azhar. 


His teachers 
He had several teachers with whom he benefitted from and spent 
time with, of them: 

Sayyidial-Shaykh ibrahim al-Saqqa al-Shafi'i who died in 1298 
Alt aged around ninety years. 

He learnt from him the two commentaries, al-Tabrir and 
al-Manbaj, of Shaykh al-Islam Zakariya al-Ansisi together with 
their marginalia by al-Sharqawi and at-Bujayrimi respectively. 

The following are also some of his teachers: 


1S 
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x. The venerable erudite scholar, Sayyidi al-Shaykh al-Sayyid 
Muhammad al-Damanhiiri al-Shaf'i who died in 1286 au 
aged around ninery years. 

2. The erudite Scholar Sayyid al-Shaykh Ibrahim al-Zurrg 
al-Khalili al-Shafi who died in 1287 aH aged around 
seventy. 

3. The erudite Scholar Sayyidi al-Shaykh Ahmad al-Ajhari 
al-Darir al-Shafi'i who died in 1293 av aged around sixty, 

4. The erudite Scholar Sayyidi al-Shaykh Hasan al-Adawi 
al-Maliki who died in 1298 AH aged around eighty. 

5. The erudite Scholar Sayyidi al-Shaykh al-Sayyid ‘Abd 
al-Had? Naja ai-Abyari who died in 1305 aw aged just 
over seventy years. 

6. Shaykh Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Anbabi al-Shafiii the 
Master of al-Azhar Mosque, who died in 1313 AH. 

7. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sharbint al-Sha6'i the Master 
of al-Azhar Mosque, who died in «326 ant. 

8, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Rafit al-Hanafi al-Tarabulsi the 
Master of the Damascenes: Porch (Ruwag al-Shawamm) in 
al-Azhar Mosque, who died in 1323 AH. 

9. Shaykh Yasuf al-Barqawi al-Hanbali the Master of the 
Hanbalis’ Porch in al-Azhar Mosque. 





And many others, some of whom are named in Hadi al-Murid and 
Jami’ Kardorat al-Awhyi?. 


His learning and teaching 
After graduating and returning home to Ijzim, he began to hold a 
number of religious courses in ‘Akka and his home town of Ijzim, 


Then he travelled frequently to Beirut, then Damascus, then to 
Constantinople and worked there for several years, 
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He left Constantinople for the first time, for Iraq. He went to 
the district of Kawi Sanjaq in che province of Mosul, then returned 
to Constantinople, He left for a second time in 1300 Ant when he 
way appointed head judge of al-Jaza‘ court in al-Ladbigiya on the 
syro-Palestinian sea-shore. After living there for five years, the 
state transferred him to the head judgeship of the court of al-Quds 
al-Sharif. Then, they promoted him to the chief judgeship of the 
Beirut Court of Justice. This was in 1305 AH (1888 ce).” 


A selection of his books 


His books are springs of Muhammadan love which exude iman 
and rar (faith and light) which will make your eyes squint, a small 
sample are listed below. 


1. Absan al-Wasa’sl fi Nazmt Asma’i al-Nabiys al-Kamil (The 
Best Means in Versifying the Names of the Perfect Prophet 
#), in three hundred verses, in print. The Qadi wrote a 
brief history on the compilations of the Prophetic Names 
in his introduction to his commentary on al-Jazili’s Dala’il 
al-Kbayrat ttled al-Dalalat al-Wad:bat in which he men- 
tioned various recensions to date: 


+ Al-Qadi ‘lyad’s superlative masterpiece al-Shifa? 

+ Al-Fakuhani’s al-Fajr al-Munir 

+ Abi ‘Imriin al-Zanati’s compendium (201 names} 

+ Al-Jazali's devorional masterpiece Dala’il al-Kbayrat in 
which he relied on al-Zanati’s work 

+ Al-Suyati’s al-Hada’ig fi Asma’t Kbayr al-Khala’sq (300+ 
names} 

+ Al-Suyari's al-Riyad al-Aniga fi Asma’ Kbayr 
al-Khaliqah listing sources for the Hada’g 

+ AL-Suyiii’s al-Babjat al-Saniya [500 names) 
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« Al-Sakhawi’s al-Qawl al-Badi' fi al-Salat ‘ala al-Habib 
al-Sbafi (450 names} 

+ Al-Qastalani’s al-Mawahib al-Laduniya in which he 
rehed on al-Sakhawi's work 

Sharh al-Mawahib (800+ names) 

+ AlNabahani’s Ahsan al-Wasd’i n verse and al-Asma? ff 
mid l-Rasialllaéa min al-Asma” in prose (830 names} 

+ Atrilingual recension was recently published by Shaykh 
Anis Ludhianvi a 








Al-Arbu‘ina Arba min Abadith Sayyid al-Mursalin (Forty 
Times Forty Narrations from the Master of Messengers), 
Note: This very book m your hands is the translation of 
the 1s" collection from this work. 

. fait Kardrmat al-Awlrya’ (Compendium of the Miraculous 
Gifts of Allah’s Friends) in two volumes. This was later 
reprinted in Beirut by al-Maktaba al-Thaqifiya, in to9x, 





Its an encyclopaedia on the miracles of Mushm Saints, 
Mutha al-Na‘l al-Sharif (The Image of the Noble Sandals 
lof the Prophet |), in print. 

¢ major Indian Hanafi Scholar Mawlana Ashraf 
‘Ali al-Thanwi titled a chapter Nayl al-Shif@ bi-Na‘l 
al-Mustafé (Attaining a Remedy through the Sandals of 
the Chosen One g) in hts book Zéd al-Sa‘id (Provision 
for the Fortunate). The Shaykh of our Shuyakh and 
Muhaddith of India, Shaykh Muhammad Zakariya 
Kandhlawi ag said in his translation of Imam al-Tirmidhi’s 
foundational work al-Shamd'i al-Nabawiyah wa al-Khasa'l 
al-Mustajawiyah (The Prophetic Traits and Muhammadan 
Features): Mawlana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi Sabib has written in his 
book Zad al-Sa'td a detailed treatise on the blessings and virtues of 
the Messenger’s shoes. Those mterested in it should read the book. 
In short, it may be sacd that it [the Prophet’s sandal] has countless 
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qualities. The ‘Ulama’ have had experiences from tome to time; 
One 1s blessed [through st] with seeing the Messenger of Allab 
i mn thesr dreams, they are granted safety from their oppressors 
and every heartfelt desire 1s attaned, Every obyective ts fulfilled 
by its tawassul, The method of tawassul fusing a means} 1s also 
mentioned therein.” 

5. AlTahdbir min Ittikhadh al-Suwar wa al-Taswir (The 
‘Warning against taking Photographs and Photography). 

6. Wasa’il al-Wusill ild Shama’ al-Rasal @ (The Means to the 
Characteristics of the Messenger @), a commentary on 
Imam al-Tirmidhi’s Shamail. 


His death 

After Imam Yusuf al-Nabahani & retired, he turned entirely to 
writing and worshipping. He travelled to al-Medina al-Munaw- 
wara and lived in the noble city for a period. Then he returned 
to Beirut where he passed on to the mercy of His Lord in the 
beginning of the month of Ramadan 1350 AH (1932 CE). 


ABOUT WASILA PRESS 


Linguistically, the Arabic word wasila refers 10 a “means to an 
end” and the notion of a Wasila in Islam is bome out, as we will 
mention below, by the direct command of Allah Most High in the 


Qur’an and explicity mentioned by His Messenger i. 





Allah Most High states: 
Sesh ch Aa du si st ahh 
45 Sid ats pines 
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(0 ye who bebeve! Be mindful of your duty to Allab, and 
seek the Wasila (way of approach) unto Him, and strive hard 
in His way in order that ye may successful.) (Quran 5:35) 


‘The 19" century Yerneni scholar Imam al-Shawkani sg comments 
on this verse in his renowned Tafsir Fath al-Qadir: 


The word Wasila refers to closeness [to Allab] which ought to be 
sought; thts was mentioned by al-Hasan al-Basri, Muyabid and 
Qatada. The same has been narrated by Ibn ‘Abbas and ‘Ata’, 
Ibn Kathir mentions the following sn his Tafsir: “This is what 
those scholars have declared; there is no difference of opinion 
amongst the exegetes about this.” ‘Wasila’ also refers to a level 
1m Paradise exclusively reserved for the Messenger of Allah dp. 
It has been well established 1n the rigorously authentic hadith 
related in [mam al-Bukhari's Sabth sn the badsth of Jabir a that 
the Messenger of Allab dp said: " Whoever says after hearing the 
azon, O Allah! Lord of this perfect call and established prayer. 
Grant Muhammad the Wasila (means to closeness) and virtue. 
And confer upon Iam the Prasseworthy Station that You promised 
hint’ except the Intercession shall be permitted for bim.™ 


‘What greater reward could one win than earning the intercession 
of the Messenger of Allah a in the hereafter by reciting this short 
du‘@ after the call to prayer? 

We find another important, often misunderstsod word and 
concept in some circles, derived from the root letters of Wasila 
(wa-sa-la) or ('}55) being tawassul or secking intermediation to 
Allah, tis commonly known in connection to the famous hadith of 
the three people trapped in the cave, related in fmam al-Bukhari’s 
Sahib. Also, the eminent roth-century Egyptian scholar, Imam 








+ Ibo Kathir 2:525, 
Bukhari, Chapter on the Azan (614), 
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shurunbulali, the author of Nir al-Idah and its shorter com- 
mentary Mardqi al-Falah writes in the introduction of the latter: 
ot A ape te Pan eee 
BF Anat ey lig Sid 
s~llab is Generous and I plea to Him, and by His Beloved, 
Chosen One, | seek intermediation (atawassalu)” 


This shows us that even the jurists (fugaba’), not to mention the 
people of tasawwuf, gave importance to this recommended action 
of tawassul that helps us to draw near to Allah Most High by means 
of things or people He loves. 

In addition, the scholars of Islam have composed spiritual 
odes, in Arabic called qasa’id, using the word *Wasila’ to denote 
the Messenger of Allah @ himself. One such famous ode is 
composed by Sidi Muhammad b. Yallas al-Tilimsani* & of the 
Shadhili-Dargawi Sufi order entitled Salli Ya Salam. Its chorus 
translates as: Send benedictions, O Source of Peace, upon the Wasila. 
Here the Wasila vefers to the Messenger of Allah 4, And of the 
most famous compilations of salawdt, or in Urdu durid, read in 
the Muslim world in both the past and present was compiled by 









3, Translator’s note: Shaykh Muhammad b. Yallas (4. 1847-1927 CE} was a 
mugaddans or reprecentatwe ofthe famous Algerian scholar, Shaykh Buzidi Shadhuli 
Darqawi, who in tun authoried him to guide others to Allah. In reaction ro the 
injustice of colonization which introduced conscription for young Algerians and 
that largely opposed the teaching of the scholars (ularsd), Shaykh Muhammad left 
on Seprember 14th, 1911 to Damascus via Tangiers and Marseille. Accompanied 
by his son Ahmad and his disciple Muhammad al-Hishumi, chey moved to the 
‘mosque of 'Lzz al-Din al-Suwayqa, then the home of Shaykh Mahmud Abu Shamhat 
10 finally sertle at al-Shaghour to where they founded a spiritual traming centre 
(caurrya). SWhen France occupied Syria in 1920, he opposed it again, He was taken 
prisoner at the Citadel of Damascus. Shaykh Muhammad al-Mekks al-Kaetani and 
Shaykh Badr al-Din al-Hasani imerceded on bis betialf and he was released, He died 
December 26th, 1927 cE in Damascus where he was buried in the cemetery near the 


Bab al-Saghir sa. the appoanted muezzin of the 
Messenger of 
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the saintly Moroccan, Imam Sulayman al-Jazali entitled Dala'it 
al-Kbayrat. In at he enumerates over two hundred names of the 
Prophet @ and one of them is Sahib al-Wasila or the Possessor of 
Privileged Access. 

Ic is in this spirit that Wasila Press provides a “means” to 
Enghsh-speaking, Western Muslims to access the rich tradition 
of the Islamic legacy: knowledge. Through the works of classical 
scholars presented in modern English, we hope to be an impetus 
for acting upon the Sunaa and not merely “knowing it,” and to 
benefit the Unima in its entirety, and as a service to our Prophet 
@. We ask Allah co facilitate case and acceptance, and success 
(tawfiq} comes through Him alone. 
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Author’s Introduction 


angi es. pe Rate Meee G saan 8 
Seb Jo, soli os wis 9 gcd 
due Spal ral specah a5 ej tts 

Soa Hee Tn 5 «2s ee as 
é 25 le i ho dl atlas jaotlas ass 3 
In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. All 
praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. May blessings and 
peace be upon our Master Muhammad, and upon his family and 
all his Companions. To proceed: These are a selection of forty 
narrations (ahadith) from the Unique Qualities of the Messenger 
of Allah g and his Community. 
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HADITH I 


fa tee He. EES Hee eae ge ee 

dy fe di dts J6 Jb te thy past Ppl gs 
4 ee ead tee oe ee 
Supe othe en ae dl onde Jicclsg ale 


psi 
4sbad b. SSriya am said that the Messenger of Allah ¥ said, 
«Without doubt, in the sight of Allah, in the Mother ofall Books, 
Iwas the seal of the Prophets since Adam was still kneaded in 
his clay [before his soul was blown into himl,* (Abmad, Bayhagi, 
and Hakim) 








gas tying; bg 


14. Translator's note: The souls of the Prophets m were selected for Prophethood 
by Allat in the realm prior to this world which is called “the world of souls” (‘alam 
harwah). The first prophet to be chosen was our Prophet Muhammad g, as he cold 
us, “Lwas a Prophet while Adam was still berween water and clay (kuntu nabryyart 
wa ‘Adam bayn al-ma's wa al-tin).” Hence, while the noble Prophets m were comms: 
sioned with Prophethood Later in their lifetimes, they were actually selected to be 
prophers before they were even born. Thus, one of the four categories of miracles 0 
Istam is called Irhas or the miracles of Prophets pror to their being commissioned 
4s Prophets in their worldly life. Serne examples of this are the Prophet's chest being 
splitad when he was approximately four, or when the cloud shaded him asa teenager 
ona business trip to Syria, or just prior to his Prophethood when he axed to retreat 
{0 pray in the Cave of Hird, the stones and rrees used to salute hum gi these arc all 
known by anyone who knows his noble biography i (Sita). 
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HADITH 2 


tod tone te Tiseatys ae Eth ous 
cloth Lo gid 525 IE IEE a5 Ub gs a8 2 


uss RMT eyy SERA IG BW Le, 





Aig ig aE WO I A Shp G5 56 





AVR pill at Le ets iSite 
Lag AN Lt ab S525 est 


5 HEHE LAN Gls PS CiS SE id 








“When Adam committed the mistakes he said, ‘O Lord! Lask you by 
the right of Muhammad nothing other than to forgive me.” Allah 
said, “How do you know of Muhammad?” Adam replied, “Because 
when You created me with Your Hand and You blew into mea 
spint from You, lifted my head and I saw written on the supports 
of the Throne ‘La ilaba ll Allah, Mubammadur Rasilullab (There 
js no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah). 





Thus, [knew that You would not conjoin Your Name except to the 
most beloved creation to You.” Allah replied, “You have spoken 
the truth, © Adam, Were it not for Muhammad, | would not have 
created you.” (Hakim, Bayhagi, Abii Nu‘ayrn, and Ibn Asaikir) 





the act. In the book of theclogy Agdid 
the mistakes of Prophets are to leave a virtuous deed for a 
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HADITH 3 





oars 


4 SAN. 

edb Ge WN a5 aE 

, . et Oh oe ate pt 

agai Jets d6 phe5 ae 
eee 






do diaitsiieis gs 





Bi Bi Ge I SBS sis 5 


Achy ats 





wee sete 


LE SIG ACA CT gy Aldsg AUN YS] hE Of as 


pas Cally Lad ah Sits NI Se higs Ue Uys 





‘ara’ b. Yasir & said: “I met ‘Abdullah b. ‘Ame & and said to him, 
“Tell me about the description of the Messenger of Allah .° He 





Torah with some of his des 
(0 Prophet &, We bave truly sent you as a witness, a giver of glad 
tidings, and a warner) and a protector for the unlertered. You are 





tions given in the Qur‘an [such as] 





My servane and My Messenger. I name 
upon Allah” (al-mutawakkil), He is neither rude nor harsh, nor 
one who raises his voice m the marketplace. He does not repay 
evil with cvil, rather he pardons and forgives. Allah shall never 
take him away until he rectifies the de y of life by their 
saying There is no god but Allah (La slaha ill Allab). The eyes of the 
blind, the ears of the deaf, and the hearts of those whose hearts 
are covered shall be opened by him.’"* (Bukhari) 








6 Translator's mote: The description of the Messenger of Allah i has been in 


Bu 
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en eee Te 
coery Heaven sent scrprure: (sttub al-samawiyya) revealed by God inc 


af ake Torah. Every one of AUh's Prophets m@ pledged an oath in 
should the Messenger of 

anu obey him, There were three oaths 
falled *the world of souls” (alam al-a 


'udung the 8; 









(And (remeraber| whens your Lord took from the children of Adam, 
fram ther backs, therr descendants and made them bear witness over 
themselves, (and said): ‘Am U not your Lord?” They satd: 
do beer wetwess.” [Thus We did] lest you should say ow the Day of 
Resurrection: “Verily we were unaware of thes”.) (Qucan 71172) 


‘The second was the oath taken by all Prophets & to invite humanity 10 estahieh 
the way of Allah (wa 1dh ‘akbadhm min al-nabiyyina 





eta) 7 
(He :Aliah| has ordamed for you the same religion which He ordained 
for Nuch, and chat which We have revecled to you, and that vebnchs 





Ish religionand make ro diasions im et.) (Quran 4: 






Thus was the covenant Allah took from them when He s 


Xf from the Propheis thesr covenant, and from you, and 
Ibrahim, Musa, and ‘Isa son of Maryan.) (Quran 33:7) 
‘The third was the covenant taken by the Peopher 
Alish gp emerge in chesr particu 
sdb akbadh Allahu mithaiqan Ni 





at should the Messenger of 
eve m hum and aid him dp jt 


(And when Allah took tbe covenant of the Prophes, saying, “Take wat- 


32. 
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HADITH 4 


Ve fe ae HE Teste ot ents, 
etn Led 552556 S65 th 5.35 28 
ip Aas Set] So get a 

% Bh acy Sake lb. SP wemeico sory 

Bin tel hp OS iin sleoly tits os te 

ty. 4 
Wathila b. al-Asg‘a a said that the Messenger of Allah g said: 
“qilah chose Isma‘Tl from the progeny of lbrahim. And He 
chose Bani Kindina from the progeny of Isma‘l. And He chose 

Quraysh from Bani Kindna, And He chose Bani Hstum from 
the Quraysh."” (Mus 

Linear arrangement: Ibrahim g > Isma‘il sa» Banu Kinana» 

Quraysh > Bani Hashim > The Messenger of Allah @. 
















HADITH 5 


bi p25 ab Gis ES Si Se ON a5 yf 


Hee Bi ceee: ia 
wt NOK js en 
ts Sigs 


ever I gave you of Scripture and wisdom (bikmab), and afterwards there 
tell come to you a Messenger cont 

then, believe in him and ard bir 
‘you take up My covenant” They sar, 
seitmess; and Tam with you among 
7. Translator’s note: Prophet Muhammad 

the noblest clan among the Quraysh. His entire h and foremothers 
‘were monotheists () idan) and were never invoh stam oj fornanon, 
which 1s defined ashaving sexual relations with a woman without a marriage coneract, 

regardless uf one lacer marries her oF not. 


ales 53 Be 5 38 


2 AP On 





es." (Quran 4:81) 
be of Bana Hashim, 
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eT ee ee ee 

4 pt 5333 # Way Uns S55 
Pyne t Fhe ote pee gd 

Su eat 245 355 te thy - 
odio e) JE ee a os, 








sab b. Yarid & saids “I stood directly behind the back of the 
Messenger of Allah 4 and looked to the seal of Prophethood 
herent his ewo shoulders, lr was fa raised lump of flesh] hkea 
partridge egg.”™ (Bukhari) 

imams Mushim and al-Bayhaqi narrated that Jabir b. Samura 
as said, “I saw the seal of Prophethood between his 4) shoulders 
like the egg of a pigeon, the same colour as his skin.” 


HADITH 6 


Translator’s contextual note: The jinn are unseen creatures who 
live alongside the human race on earth, were mentioned in the 
Bible and the Torah as evil spirits and demons, and who ruled 
the earth before the human race. They used to steal news from 
the heavens, add ninety-nine lies to it, and convey it to sorcerers, 








HADITHS 


jm-readers and soothsayers. Those sorcerers would gain cred- 
ie with those who visit them by conveying the one stolen piece 
an then misguide ther with the ninery-nine lies. This ceased 
itl the coming of the Messenger of Allah #. The Messenger of 
allah & has forbidden his followers to visit such palm-readers 


and soothsayers. 


ip tin Lo ds Sp5 Hh 8 aks WN 056 






side BBS aH fap gl i ta 3 ches 
sapticne pL p ge Lal tety 22 5 cs 
- a 5 te eee lg lai 








Se hi ope hb eg 








eircoae 
Git EYEE 5 
GER SS Gyalb Gj s5 oN S15 fbb 
ed spb shang le tn Joa s Hing sss 
dig Ga phat eens Agus, atleast 


ae INES She UE te 8 is KG I th 


Soy GB sd I cae ee UES ee SY 










be: 





SinTea spec ee IG ayes OB 559" 

: cous th Ee eae Po 
Byomrercenig SOT Ake a2 ply gloj dle al to 
Ibn ‘Abbas @ said: “The Messenger of Allah @ went out with a 
group of his Companions sa to the ‘Ukiz Market when some- 


thing came in between the jinn and {their stealing} the news of 
the heavens (khabr al-sama’) and shooting stars were cast unto 
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them which made the jm retreat to their People. Their 


said, ‘What happened to you?” The an replied, ‘Somethy, People 


MB Cat 
inbetween us and between the news of the heavens, and ie a 
u x oti 

stars were cast towards us.’ Their people said, ‘Nothing came 1% 

in 


beeween you and the news of the heavens except that som, 
[immense] has just occurred, so search the east and the 
the earth. 

“They moved in the direction of Tihdma where the Messenge, 
of Allah was praying the Morning Prayer (Far soy with hy 
Companions near a date-palm tree. When they heard the 
Qur'an, they listened intently to it and satd, ‘I swear by A\ h, 
this is what came in between us and the news es So, 


iething 
west of 





the heavens,’ So 
immediately, they returned to their people and said: €O our 
Indeed, we have heard an astonishing recitation (Quy’anan ‘aaba) 
guides to right gurdance, so we have believed in it. And we will never 
associate anyone as partners with our Lord.9}” (Bukhari and Muslin) 

Bukhari and Muslim narrated that Masriig «, said: “I asked 
fbn Mas‘ad az, “Who informed the Prophet about the jinn on 
the might they listened intently to the Qur'an.” He a replied, “A 
tree informed him @ about them.” 













HADITH 7 





9 Quran pasta. 


HADITHS 


be 55 Bs BOMB 2 Ged 








fee of, 


piety Hpk tae & 


jabicb. ‘Abdullah «said thar che Messenger of Allah # said 
dy hen the Quraysh denied my night journey to Masjid al-Agsa, I 
stood up in che Eiyjr of Ismail and Allah showed me Jerusalem. I 
began to inform them [the Quraysh] about its detailed description. 
while I was looking upon it.”** (Bukhiir? and Muslim) 
aes 

yo Transator’s note: The miraculous nature of this hadith of silencing the 
Quraysh when they doubeed his credibility 2s to wsrting Masjid a!-Agsa when the: 
lene he had never been there before, and their questioning him about the number 
‘of doors, windows, and the minute details of the buuding 1s enhanced when the 








‘was not paying attention to the details of Maspd a-Aqsa, the number of 
windows and doors etc. When he # arrived, he encountered approximately 124.000 
Prophers and Messengers of Allah a. And ts common that when someone 1s in 
a large crowd, they do not pay attention to the smail detauls in their surroundings. 
Thereafter, he ied them all in galab which indicates bis supreme rank among 
them, he a being the greatest in rank of all prophets, All Prophets are gwen: the 
same duty to invite thett people to Allah, but their ranks differ as we know there are 
five Prophets that are greater than all others called Ulul-Azam mm ar 
Prophets of mghty resolve.” in sequenice,they are Prophets Muhammad @, 
Ibeahim, and Noh 


















© pious [mara of Mecca, Shaykh Muhammad 
entitled The Prophet's Nigh Journey ard Heavenly Ascent @. 
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Note: The Ascension (Mi'raj) of the Prophet # has been 
coned nother than thisnaration multitude ofthe Compact” 
a (jam ul-ghafir) have narcated the badith of the ‘Night J 
and the Heavenly Ascent” (al-isra’wa al-My'ray), Imam al-suy4? 
#& mentioned thirty-one among them, and he mentioned Sich on i 
of their badiths, one by one, in a long version and short wesiaig 
his book The Great Special Distinctions of the Prophet Khasi 
al-Kubra) which | transmitted in Hujjatul Allah ‘ala al. 
(The Proof of Allah against Creation). 











‘Alamin’ 


HADITH 8 





acai oe ae ey Z 
spleg diet Lo dng 2g S16 TGs th gost ts 


CORE MILO Rei LENA ERE aOR 





Poe Ee Set AEP o atigite LL nee 
8 Jie POPS BS SE ae hy Ah ass 


i 5 Ae 95 a5 BS I age ay 





fo lS teh Lie cy pg Shy tegtcls Je 









(AS B53 Seah Sh ty BS 3 ae 5 








pj cbs ty, socal ab; a) 
fhs5 cle hy Leda diet 


Baeee 


Segoe oot 
2S AY oto 5 Wi ta i 


HADITHS 


Pe Cee 
spree lente ee 
# is ode be 


. Jick wrcths « 
5 wpb be A SG Paty Bey 


) 








‘i said to the Messenger of Allah @, “Has there been any 
swisha @ or ere upon you rhan the battle of Ubud?” He d rephed: 
day experienced from your people was more intense than 
“aves nthe day of Aqaba I presented myself to the son of ‘Abd 
be 5 bur he did not respond to me as | hoped. So | departed, 
ta paed with sorrow, and proceeded on. I did not regain my 
Or reuncilI found myselfat a place named| Qarnal-Tha‘lib 
ee lifted ny head towards the sky to unexpectedly see a cloud 
sre eg me. Then 1 Looked herein ad saw Jiri. He called me 
and said, ‘Allah has surely heard your people's words against you 
and how they responded to you. And indeed Allah has sent the 
angel of the mountains to you in order that you may command 
him to do with them as you wish.’ The angel of the mountains 
then called me, greeted me, and said, ‘Indeed, Allah has heard 
your people’s response and I am the angel of the mountains; your 
Lord has sent me to you for you to command me as you wish. If 
you so wish, I shall cause the two mountains to crush them.’ I 
said to him, ‘Rather I hope that Allah 
offspring those who shall worship Allah and will not associate 


partners with him?” (Bukhari and Muslim) 








bring out from their 





11 Translator's ote: Muhammad b. Qasim al Thagafi (d. December 3" 695— 
715 ck) was a descendant of the people of Ta if and whom Allah used as a 
‘means (wasila) for the Indian subcontinent to embrace Islam, He was an Umayvad 
general who conquered the Sindh and Punjab regions along the Indus River (currently 
4 part of Pakistan} for the Umayyad Caliphate. He was born and raised an the evry 
of Ta'f (in modern day Sauch Arabia) and ws a direct resuit of the Holy Prophet's 
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HADITH 9 


Fe SS A las Bh so TE 5 yc 


ike fay ORS. 5 City Elio 3 SA cay at yh 





com 








* an & git HS 
Ano Te Ml 3.25 9588 gl 


be ciate Mend 


bay ced dogbis eddy Sih cis 


2 J Basch sages 


[has bOI Bath I 
N ples le he tps 
Ana i bh ea opel esis 


i aed 


sii leg ee itn Joely sachs, bien 








Ay 
‘isha & said that when the Prophet # came to Medina, it was 
the most discased land of Allah. He said, “O Allah! Make Medina 
beloved ro us like our love for Mecca or even more intense. O 


supplicacion “Rather, { huge that Allab cll bring forth from their progeny those who 
shall worship Allah and will not associate partners with him” 


indebted to him because he was the 


‘Thus, the indiass subcon 





HADITHS 


allah! Bless our 3@ and our mudd for us, make it healthy for us, 
and transfer its fever to al-Jubfa.""* (Bukhari and Muslim) 
Bukhari narrated from Ibn ‘Amr a& said that the Propher @ 
said, “T saw a dark woman sullen with dishevelled hatr that lef 
Medina until she settled in Mabra. 1 interpreted tt to mean that 
the epidemic transferred to Mahi‘a, and Mabi‘ais |a place named} 
al-Juhfa-” 
Hafiz al-Suyati ae said chat some of the scholars said, “This is 
mitable miracle (mu‘j1za) of the Prophet because doctors 
from the former and the latter times were incapable of preventing 
a plague from one land amongst the lands, rather, one village from 
amongst villages. But, a plague was prevented from Medina with 
his dp supplication (dua’) in this long span of time.” 








HADITH 10 


Sighes oe tn Jo tt age th 335 ts 
4 6tiags patel lee f 

pies ole tn Le Laat 
{bn ‘Abbas 
“Thisis 


of war. 





tp be Sah Jisy 
said that the Prophet @ said on the day of Badr, 
latching the head of his steed, armed with weapons 
(Bukbari} 





32 The metric equivalent of the Islamic weight of a sd’ is 2.03 litres and of a 





winds and a loud scream brought by J 
‘onwards, Allah uses the hands of the bel 
form of armed combat. Then know, dear ceader 
for the first time ever dispatched the ange 


4u 
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Note: Among the Prophet's @ special distinctions are the 


angels participating in warfare with him, 


HADITH IL 


4 oe teil astta Aig 





‘Abit Hurayra a said that the Prophet @ said, “Truly, Allah had 
restrained [the army of the elephant from Mecca, and gave control 





to His Messenger gp and the believers over it. Listen! No one has 
ever been allowed [to fight therein] before me, nor shall anyone be 
allowed {to fight therein] after me. And it was only made lawful for 
me [to fight therein] for a part of the day.” (Bukhari and Mustm) 





id not know how to kill human beings. 
revealed a verse in the Quran reaching 






rl dread snto the hearts of the disbelievers. Then smite ye above 
their necks and smute all tear finger-tips off them’) Quran 8:12). 
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HADITH 12 





Umar & said to the Messenger of Allah #, “How did you become 


the most eloquent of us, yet you did not reside except amongst 





came with it and had me memorize it.” (Aba Nu‘aym and others} 


HADITH 13 





pe lt Se 
sessuespheey5. ae a 


oe 


Bes EET ole oi AS tap Sb 

gut GE HIEZS 8 jana gs Salas 
Aba Hurayra .& sard, “It was said to the Messenger of Allah #,‘O. 
Messenger of Allzh dp, will you not pray against the polytheists?” 
He @ replied, “I was only sent as a mercy and I was not sent as 
a punishment,"* 

Narrated by imam Muslim as mentioned in Imam al-Suyiti’s 
al-Khas'ss al-Kubra in the chapter of his Special Distinctions @, 
such chat he was sent as a mercy to all the worlds. And it 15 men. 
tioned in al-Jarut‘ al-Seghir that Bukhari recorded it in his book 
of history (tdrikh), 
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HADITH 14 

‘ en: in Be qenarecilte BH at eds 
Des ale ts Jo bi Ses ee W gost fey 
(chajale tn La) sian ace, Yt h ite Wk wy 





yy AES G Sats KON OS HI oa Bray gy 
Pr oke 
ea pi ais bis Be Nis 
5545 A GE nl ge A a5 te 3 
§y Li ach ane, thn ce 5 gly ale dn Lo ses, 


pike ph rap phos ets Jo sta 








Abii Hurayra & said that the Messenger of Allah @ said. “Allah 
did nor take an oath by the life of anyone except the life of 
Muhammad.” Allah @ said, U1 swear by your life, indeed they are 
certainly m their drunkenness wandering about) I swear by your life, 
O Muhammad!” (lbn Mardawayh) 

Aba Ya‘la, Ibn Mardawayh, al-Bayhaqi, Aba Nu'aym, and 
Ibn ‘Asakir have narrated char Ibn ‘Abbas a said: “Allah has not 
created nor made a soul more honoured to than Muhammad 
®. And Allah has never taken an oath by the life of anyone ever, 
except the life of Muhammad & where He said, 41 swear by your 
hfe, indeed they are certainly m their drunkenness wandering about.” 
(Quran 15:72) 





44 


HADITHS 


HADITH 15 


Loy 


Din Hey He APU BD oe lee wy me 
cig Bn Jao oh S525 JE SE WY Ga ats oe 
- ‘4 eT OR era eee Ce ae es 
“ehh tial Bis oly Kee gh; 
Fa 4 ee eed ¢y ee z 
picks Bala Shs. 256 sah J25 aU age 
Ibn Mas‘td a said that the Messenger of Allah % said, “There is 
not one of you except he has a companion with him from the pina 
nd a companion with him from the angels.” The Companions 
da said, “Even you O Messenger of Allah?” He a replied, “Even 


ine, but Allah has aided me against him. I became safe from hirn 
such that he commands me to nothing but goodness." (Musltm) 


w Mu 
& 











HADITH 16 

4, test Fo Ay fees He. Teste ale a oceted 
spl aele Un he 325 JU IU ee al C2 5m 
wth Spals gldll as Cael 2 Ni Ue Li 
SLs cin a5 Sib 35 gehts utc g ciety 
pets ORG ts Be GEIS 

Abi Hurayra &@ said that the Messenger of Allah g said, “I was 
preferred over che Prophets by six things: (1) 1 was given compre- 











14 Translator’s mote: 
from bim’, can also mean “t 
‘bat goodness,’ (Muhammad al 


THE UNIQUE QUALITIES OF TRE PROPHET @ 


hensive speech (jazrami'al-halim), (2) Las given victory by aye 
|castin the enemy's heart}, (3) spoils of war were made lawful fo, 
me, (4) the earth was made a means of purification for me and 4 
place of prayer. (5) I was sent to the creation in its entirety, and 
(6) the Prophers were sealed by me.” (Muslim) 


HADITH 17 


bod . se ah is 
ach poy ale dn Jie Gon Sh as Os 35 te 


wohing als Gegy Sue 5,4 al ds Sit 





FANG Ral 
Ibn ‘Abbas & said an angel came to the Prophet and said, “Good 
tidings for you of two lights which you have been given which 
no other Prophet was given before you: Sirah al-Fatiha and the 
concluding verses of Sirah al-Bagara.” 


HADITH 18 


at 4 qe ¥ pte rr . riete 4 Std oe 
wet Je dn Sys age Un gosta Wyk yy 


SN HUIS ES at ya Lol disk; 


Sa et UN GA ad AEN g ys tals 
Sues aaah ps ph W385 Vy C25 Ahh 


355 GSES SG ad Saal ual 657 OS Si5 hs a 
cd 
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Hudhayfa &® and Abii Hurayra & said that the Prophet g said, 
aaljab averted the people before us from Friday (Junta), So the 
Jens had the Sabbath Day [Saturday | and the Christians Sunday 
Then Allah brought us and guided us to the day of Jumu‘a and 
made [the sequence] Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Similarly, 
they [the People of the Book] shall come after us on the Day of 
Judgement. ‘We are the last nation [sent] among the people of the 


‘world and the first people on the Day of Judgement to be judged 
prior to the entire creation.” (Muslim) 


HADITH 19 


els, Ze By Fede O eR ce aa oer ig 
phy le tn fe al 525 ae A 5 gtk Ga 


Ae ant ey ee eee ot ae 


Cpe BR at 355 Fa as aie 
BIS ol OY BCs oh ey: Ae Js 
odie Cdn Ss ol cal lis ate gg aes 
29g WELT YG ae a Ba fo Ud fis j 














“Amr @ said that the Messenger of Allah gi recited Allah’s word 
on the tongue of Prophet Ibrahim aa, (So whoever follows me—then 
heis of me; and whoever disobeys me— indeed, You are All-Forgiving 
and Merciful."*) and the word of Prophet ‘Isa x 4If You should 
punish them — indeed they are Your servants; but if You forgive them — 
indeed it is You who is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.'* Then he 
@ raised his hands and said, “My Community! My Community!” 





15 Quran 14:36. 
16 Quran s:138, 
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shen wept Allah hen said, “O Jibeil! Go to Muhammad ang 
raion, "We shall certainly plese you regarding your ngygn SY 
wwe will not disappoint you." (Bukhari) a 





HADITH 20 


a. te aty Fo ty fese Ge, Feats athe 
phage thn fed J325 i Sb tS th os 


ps BYE Aig 
| al ft 555 


HESS A, 

Sein tend 

Jelyh Je ay) 

4 shee Fen eat ry med eiahetye ae - 
Bb ps Les ce a od Je tb YN te 

Fe yom AR? seat, eee ee A te ae 

iis Gs HE aR OSes AN es 
0G, hae, 4 
Oa Isis, 
Anas @ said that the Messenger of Allah } said, “Among the 
Prophets, I will have the most followers.” (Muslin) 

Imam Muslim also narrated that Anas & said thar the 
Messenger of Allah g said, “No prophet among the prophets was 
believed in as I was believed in. And from amongst the prophets, 
ed in save by only one man.” 
said that it is scholarly consensus (ijmd‘) 
that he @} was sent to al] mankind and the jinn. As for him @ 
being sent to the angels, the scholars differed, Imam al-Subki & 
sided with the opinion that he @ was sent to the angels as well. 











some were not bel; 





Imam al-Suy' 
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HADITH 21 


yp We be 
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ae as oo gh 
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Jabu b, ‘Abdullah @ said that the Messenger of Allah g said, “I 
was given the keys to the storehouses of the earth upon a piebald” 
steed which Jibsil brought to me. Upon it there was a saddle-cloth 
made of fine brocade.” (Ahmad, Abi Nu‘aym, and fbn Hibban sn 
his sound compendium) 


HADITH 22 
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Tn ‘Amr gp said that the Prophet #} said, “I was given the keys to 


all ings except five: (Truly, Allalyhas knowledge of the Hour. ..)** 
(Ahmad and al-Tabarani with an authentic chain of narrators) 











17 Translator’s note: Piebald ts a maxed black and white colour. 
*8 Quran 31:34, The complete verse referred to 1s: 
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Note: He @ said this before Allah had blessed fim wi 
knowledge of the five things ameittioned in this hadith, Th 
Allah blessed him with them as Luna al-Suyati a, Mentio, 
others, just like Allah blessed him with the knowledge of 
(rab) and he @ was ordered to conceal it.'* 


ith the 
creates, 
ned ang 
the soul 
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Hudhayfa &® said that the Prophet @ said, “I was given these 


verses fram the conclusion of Sirah al-Bagara from the treasures 
under the Throne [of Allah] that no Prophet was given before me.” 





19. Tranator’s note: The Hadrami scholar Habib Kazim al-Saqgaf (Alb pre- 
serve him} has mentioned thar the Prophet q was ordered to conceal it out of good 
manners before Allah (ua'adduban), 
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Narrated by Ahmad, al-Tabarani and al-Bayhagi in Shu‘ab 
al-lmar, and Ahmad narrated simular to it from Aba Dharr @, in 
marfa' form. Al-Tabarani recorded that ‘Uqbah b. “Amir a, said, 
«Jake provisions in two dyats from the end of Sirah al-Bagara; 
‘amanar rasil’ co the end of the Sarah because Allah especially 
selected it for Muhammad @.” 
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‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ghanam a& said, “Once we were sitting with 
the Prophet 3 in the masjid when suddenly a cloud appeared 
and the Prophet a said, ‘An angel greeted me and said, ‘Idid not 
cease asking permission from my Lord to meet you until I was 
given permission. Truly, J bring you glad tidings thar there is none 


nobler ro Allah than you.” (Abi Nu‘aym in al-Ma‘nfay 
HADITH 25 
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tb totes Ai a eu gts SS ssi ty 
fat glial gl a he Oe te pes Sp La, 
MSI 80 5M, 856 
Muadh b, Jabal 4 said on one occasion the Messenger of alch 
@ delayed ‘sha’ salah (salah ab atamaah lay!) until people thosghe 
that the Messenger of Allah dh already prayed. Then he # came 
out and said, "Perform this szlab, for certainly you were favoureg 
with it aver the rest of the nations; the nations before you did Not 
pray it.” (Abit Dawid, Ibn Abi Shayba, and al-Bayhagi) 









HADITH 26 
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‘Anas said that the Messenger of Allah a said, “I was given 
three traits: (1) | was given salah in ranks, (2) 1 was given agreeting 
which isthe greeting of the people of Paradise, and (3]! was given 
the phrase dmin and it was not given to anyone among those before 
you except Allah gave it to Hariin, for Musa would supplicate 
‘and Hariin would say din.” (Harith b, Abu Usama in his Musrad) 


sz 
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HADITH 27 
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nas said that the Messenger of Allah 4 said, “Allah has 
certainly gifted my Community with the Night of Power (Laylat 
al-Qadr)and He did not give it to those before you.” (al-Daylami) 
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Ibn ‘Abbas a said that the Messenger of Allah @ said, “My 
‘Community was given something which no other community was 





‘Abdal-Razzaq and Ibn Jarir recorded it in their exegeses (tafsir) 


20. Tranclator's mote, The Prophet instructed Muslims to recae the prayer iid 
biabs wre sna aderybs ri 
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hat Said ibn jubayt 8 said, “No one was given the phra 
Ullah, wa innd daybi rayne (istirja’) other than this hate lang 
you not hear the words of Ya‘qab a in the Quran {Ob, how, Did 
1s my sorrow! Over Yusuf! » POW great 


HADITH 29 
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wBl a Ng. Seas 1d 
‘sacred formula taught to us by “Allah and His Messenger @@, among several benefits, 
when losing a loved one. 
-y sometimes ask ‘Why did thes happen?” 
is to me?” The first patt of this 
wand the nature of propery 
first part reminds 




















Prophetic statement reminds 
is thacthe owner can do ws 
us that creation belongs co 
Hisceeation in His Infinite Wisdom. 
Secondly, those people whose faith 
ext, “When will fever see this person agai 
This s answered by the second part of the formula that “we are 


again? 
to Hom,” reminding us that people shall reunite with their loved ones on the Day of 


Judgment after death. 
a1 Qur'an 12:84. 
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‘Aba Hurayra said that the Messenger of Allah @ said, “M. 
Tima was granted in Ramadan five traits that no Umma ees 
given before them, (x) the smell emitting from the mouth of the 
fasting person is more fragrant to Allah than the scent of musk, 
(2) the angels seek forgiveness for them until they break their 
fast, (3) the rebellious devils are shackled so that they cannot 
achieve in Ramadan what they can achieve ourside offi, (4) Allah 
decorates Heaven every day and says, ‘Soon my righteous servants 
will receive victuals’ and (5) they are forgiven on the last night of 
Ramadan. The Companions asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah gt Is 
it the Night of Power (Laylat al-Qadr}?' He @ said, ‘No, mattigt 
“é aan should be paid his wages in full after he cenpletes his 
work.’ 


HADITH 30 
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Ibn ‘Umar @ said that the Messenger of Allah @ said, “I was 
commanded to celebrate the Festival of the Ritual Sactifice 


(‘ld al-Adha). Allah prescribed it [exclusi f 
es [exclusively] for this nation.” 








HADITH 35 
Kn toes. 
sgics ale dn Lo tv ots du 95 jatth of ya tg 
= ony MEA 85 ol oh ye 
HGS ASIST SS ihe le ats fad Se 


55 


THE UNIQUE QUALITIES OF THE PROPHET @ 


‘Amr b. al-Ag @ said that the Prophet @ said, “The differen, 
between our fasting and the fasting ofthe People ofthe Boo 
cating the pre-dawn meal {swhir).” (Muslim) is 


HADITH 32 
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Aba Hurayra a said that the Messenger of Allah @ said; “Ths 
religion will not cease being foremost as long as people hasten 
in breaking the fast; the Jews and the Christians delay it.” (by 
Dawid and Ibn Majab) 


HADITH 33 
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‘Abii Qatada uy said that the Prophet } was asked about fasting 
‘on the Day of ‘Ashiira’ and said, “It expiates [the minor sins of 
the past year.” He g was asked about fasting on the Day of Arafa 
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aid, “Ieexpiates [the minor sin of] the past year and the year 

said, 

eanete (Muslim) Lone 

eeram al-Suyari a said that scholars say, “This is because 
ss the Day of Arafa is the practice (sunna) of the Propher 

epee the Day of ‘Ashiira’ is the sunna of Prophet Masa aa. 
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‘Aba Hurayra a said that the Messenger of Allah @ said, “Allah 
has overlooked for me what the souls of my followers whisper 
to them provided they do not speak about it or act upon it.” 
(Musliea) 


422. Translator’ note: Muslims are rewarded for not acting on sinful thoughts. 
The haduth of fbn ‘Abbas am reports that the Prophet @@ reported from Allah Most 
High that: “Vendy, Allah has writen the good and the bad, and chen explainedit. So 
whoever inclines to performa good deed bur does not perform it, Allah records it for 
him as 2 complete good deed. Then, if he inlined towards 1t and actually performs 
Xt, Allah cecords it for him as ten good deeds ro seven hundred times, to many times 
cover. And if he inclines towards a bad deed but does not perform it, Allah records 
itfor him as a complete good deed. If he inclined towards it and then performed it, 
Allah records it as one bad deed.” (Bukhari and Muslim) 
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HADITH 35 
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Ibn ‘Abbas « said that the Messenger of Alléh #@ said, “Truly, 
Allah has not held my nation responsible for mistakes and for, 
getfulness that they loathe.” (Abmad, Ibn Hibban, al-Hakim and 
bn Mayah) , 
Ibn Majah recorded that Aba Dharr said that the Messenger 
@ said, “Truly, Allah has overlooked for my sake the 
mistakes and forgetfulness of my nation that they detest.” 
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Hudhayfa «said, “The Messenger of Allah a prostraied one day 
and he did not rise until we thought he passed away in prostration. 
‘When he g arose he said, “Truly, my Lord consulted with me about 
my Unima, what He should do with them, { said, “Whatsoever 
You wish, O Lord. They are Your creation and Your slaves.' He 
consulted with me again and L said to Him the same. He consulted 
with mea third time and I said to Him the same. He then said, ‘I 
will certainly never disgrace you about your Umma.” He gave me 
good tidings that the first to enter into Paradise with me from my 
Umma wilt be seventy-thousand, and with every thousand will be 
an additional seventy-thousand that shall not have any reckoning, 
‘Then shall be summoned. {will supplicate and will be answered; 
Iwill ask and be granted, He has forgiven me for my former and 
latter mistakess | am walking, healthy and living, my bosom has 
been expanded for me, He granted me the Kawthar which is a 
river in Paradise that pours into my Watering Poo! (Haw), and 
He granted me strength, Divine victory, and awe [in the enemies 
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hearts] that emanates from me the span of a month’s Journey. Ang 
He granted me to be the first of the Prophets to enter Paradise, 
And spoils of war were made lawful for my Umma. And rmiteh 
of what was difficult upon those before us in religion, He dud 
not make dificult upon us. Teannot find a better way of showing 
agratelulness except this prostration.” (Ahmad, Abit Bakr al Shafi 
mal-Chilanyat, Abia Nu‘ayra, and Ibn Asatur) 
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‘Aba al-‘Aliyah & said that a man said, “O Messenger of Allah 
@. if only our expiation were like the expiation of the Children 
of Israe} (Bani Israil!!” He @ replied, “What Allah provided you 
is better. When anyone of the Children of Isracl committed a sin, 
he would find it written on his door along with its expiation. If he 
expiated it, it would be a source of disgrace for him in the world, 
and if he did not expiate it, it would be a disgrace for him in the 
hereafter. Allah has definitely granted you better than that. Allah 








HADITHS 


Most High said: (And whoever does a wrong or wrongs bimself 
hut then seeks forgiveness of Allab, he wall find Allab All-Forgiving 
and Merciful”)> The five daily prayers and one Jumma to another 
Jura’ is expiation for what is between them.” (ibn Jarir) 
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Anas & said that when the women from the Jewish people experi- 
enced menstruation, the men would neither eat with them nor 
have intercourse with them in their homes. So the Companions 
of the Prophet asked the Prophet # about chis, then Ajlah 
revealed the verse of the Holy Qur'an: (And they ask you about 
menstruation.*) So the Messenger of Allah g said, “Do anything 
but intercourse.” So the Jews said, “This man does not even want 
to leave the smallest detail of our way except that he contradicts us 
therein.” (Abmad, Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasd'7, and lbn Mayah) 





25 Quran 4:10. 
24 Quran 2:222. 
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HADITH 39 
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Anas & said that the Prophet @ said, “For every 
mm (rabbaniyyd) and the monasticism 


Prophet there 
of this 
is striving (thad) 1n the path of Allah.” (Ahmad and Aba 
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‘Amr b. Qays dp said the Messenger of Allah gp said, “Truly, Allah 
decreed for me to live in the mercy-filled Prophetic era and has 
specifically selected me. So we are the last [to be sent in the world| 
and the first [to be judged] on the Day of Judgment. And | say 
without boast: Ibrahim is the Intimate Friend of Allah, Masa 1s 
Allah's purified one, and I am the Beloved of Allah (Habibullah) 
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and with me is the Banner of Praise on the Day of Judgment. 
allah promised me to save my Unta from three, He shall not (1) 
destroy them by famune, (2) anmhilate them by an enemy, (3) or 
cause them to agree upon misguidance.” (al-Darimiand Ibm Asaksr) 
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‘Kisha w@ said, “I asked the Messenger of Allah g® abourthe plague. 
He @ informed me a punishment Allah sends upon 
whomsoever He wills, and Allah has truly made ita mercy for the 
believers. Anyone who is afflicted by an epidemic and patiently 
remains in his locality expecting a reward from Allah, knowing 
ing shall afflict him except what Allah has written for 
him, will have the reward of a martyr.” (Bukhari) 
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‘Umar b. al-Khattab said thar the Messenger of Ajl3h 
«lah chal enter any Muslin to Paradise who has fos Pople 
testify on his behalf that he is a gon person So we said, “What 
about three?” He gB re d, “Three.” We asked, 


“What abo, 
two?” He g& replied, “Two.” Thereafter, we did not ask ie 


Boag, 






about one. 


TWO CONCLUDING REPORTS (ATHAR) 
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Imam al-Bayhagi recorded that Wahb b. Munabbih a sad; 
“Truly, when Masa intimately spoke with Allah, he said: ‘Lord, | 
find in the Torah a nation (Uma) that is the best Uruma taken out 
for mankind. They command the good, they forbid the evil, and 
they believe in Allh—so make them my Unmima Allah replied, 
“That is the Umma of Ahmad @."* He i said, ‘Lord, | found 








25 Translator's note: Almmad is che nanie st the Messenger of Allah dra the 
heavens and Mubamnad is his name on the earth. 
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mentioned in the Torah an Umma whose gospels they recite from 

their heart {i.¢. thei memory]. The people before them used to 

recite their holy books by looking without memorizing them— 
so make them my Umma!” Allah replied, “That is the Umma of 

Ahmad g-’ Hem said, ‘Lord, eruly I find in the Torah an Umma, 
they believe in the holy books of the former and the latter, fight 

the leaders of misguidance, they shall even Aight the one-eyed liar 
{the Dajjal]—so make them my Unema!’ Allah replied, “That is 
the Umma of Ahmad @.”” 
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He said: “Lord, surely | find in the Torah an Umma that con- 
sumes their charity in their stomachs. When the people before 
them wanted to give charity, Allah would send a fire upon it to 
burn it. [fit was not accepted, the fire would not burn it—so make 
them my Ustmat” Allah replied, “That is the Umma of Ahmad 
i. He a said, “Lord, truly I find in the Torah an Umma, if one 
of them intends an evil deed, it is not recorded against him. And 
ifhe acted it out, one decd is recorded against him. And if one of 
them intends to perform a good deed and does not perform it, he 
shall have one good deed recorded for him. And if he performs it 
ten good deeds are recorded for him, and can be multiplied seven 
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hundred umes—so make them my Umma Misa m excl 
Allah replied, “That is the Umona of Ahmad.” aimed, 


THE SECOND REPORT {ATHAR) 
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‘Wahb b. Munabbih ae also reported the incident of Dawid sa and 
what Allah revealed to him in the Psalms (Zabar): “O Dawid a 
there shall come a Prophet after you whose name is Ahmad ¢ and 
Muhammad g§. I shall never be angered with him and he will never 
disobey me, And were he to dischey Me I would have certainly 
forgiven him for his former and latter mistakes. His Umma is the 
recipient of My special mercy. Thave given them from among the 
supererogatory deeds (nawafil) similar to what I have given the 
[former] Prophets. And I have decreed obligations (fard) upon 
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hem like the obligations I decreed upon the |former] Prophers and 
Messengers, unt hey shall come to me on the Day of Judgement 
pnd ther light (tr) shall be ke the na of the Prophers, That 
because I have obliged them to purify themselves for Me before 
every salahjust like made it obligatory on the Prophets wa before 
them, | ordered them to perform the purification bath (ghusl\ from 
impurity ju e ] commanded the Prophets i before them. And 
[commanded them to perform the major Pilgrimage (Hay) just 
luke | commanded the Prophets before them. I commanded them to 
perform jihad just hke commanded the Messengers before them.” 
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*O Dawid, I have truly favoured Muhammad and his Umma 
over all other nations. 1 have granted them six traits that | have 
not granted to other than them from any other Urma, (1) I do 


not hold them responsible for mistakes, forgetfulness, and any 
sin committed unintentiot 































2) When they seck forgiveness 
from Me for those things, | forgive them. (3) Anything they put 
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forth for their hereafter which is gond for them, | f 
them and multiply it exponentially. And they sh 
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) UV rew, 
[have granted them salah, mercy, and guidance eae (5) 
ardens 


of Bliss, (6) If they call upon me, | answer them, The 
the answer immediately, or avert evil from them, or + ither see 
them in the hereafter.” POF ESCOTE it fog 








and say, ‘Truly, we belong to Allah, and certaunty 
returning,” (inna tillabs, wa inna layla ray'an 


This is the end of this citation from Khasd is al-Kubra (The 


Special Distinctions of the Prophet i) of Hafiz al-Suyani Major 
ayaa 


a, 





APPENDIX: 


Tawassul (Seeking @ Means to Allah) 


a very brief explanation of the recommended 
concept of tawassul in Islam from the Quran and Sunna. Ir is 
in no way exhaustive, but rather it is a glimpse into the topic as 
yy the most renowned exegetes (mtufassiriin) of 


expounded upon b 
this Umma. For more information on the topic, one can consult 


{mam as-Subki's Shifa" al-siqam fi ziyarab kbayr al-‘anam (Cure 
for the Diseased on Visiting the Best of Creation), which is one 
of the best ever books written in Arabic on the topic of tawassstal 
and istighatha (secking help) and there has been no match to it 
ever since. One can also refer to Shaykh Nub Ha Mim Keller's 
write-up on the topic in the English translation of ‘Umdat al-Saltk 
otherwise known as Retiance of the Traveller. 


The following 1s 


STORY OF THE BEDOUIN: TAFSIR 
OF SURA AL-NISA VERSE 64 


Allah Most High states in the Holy Qur'an in Sura Nusa’, 
verse 64: 
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And We did not send any messenger bt that be shouldbe cbeyed by 
Allab’s permission: and had they, when they were unjust totheriselve, 
come 10 you and asked forgweness of Allab and the Messenger bag 
(also) asked forgweness for them, they would have found Allah Off. 
Relenting, Merciful.) 


1. Imam Ibn Kathir & endorses tawassul (sccking a means to 
Allah) in his exegesis (tafsir} of the above verse saying: 

. Sis aioe cata So Rte emia BY yo Fn, 
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A large group of scholars have mentioned this famous tradition. 


‘One of them is Abu Mansar al-Sabbagh who writes in his book 
al-Shamil al-bikayat al-masbbtira that ‘Utbi said: “Once I was sit- 
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aap at the grave of the Prophet # when a bedouin came and said, 
mate be on you, O Messenger of Allah. Ehave heard that Allah 
wipes (O Beloved!) And if they had, when they had wronged thet 
‘souls, come to you and asked forgiveness of Allah and the Messenger 
had also asked forgiveness for them, they [on the basis of this means 
and intercession] would have surely found Allah Oft-Relenting, 
Merciful.) thave come to you, asking forgiveness for my sins and 
{make you my intermediary with my Lord and I have come to 
you for this purpose.” Then he recited these couplets addressing 
the Prophet &: 


O best of those whose bones are buried in this land! 
And from whose fragrance the depth and the height 
bave become sweet. 
May my life be sacrificed for the grave wherein you reside, 
And in which lies chastity, therein lies generosity and 
nobility. 
Then the bedouin went away and [ fell asleep. In my dream I saw 
the Holy Prophet g and he said to me: ‘O ‘Urbi. Go to the bedouin 
and give him the good news that Allah has forgiven his sins 
Kathir, Ta/sir-ul-Qur'an al-Azim, Vol. 4, p. 140, Sura Nisa: 64). 





Note: This report reveals the beautiful belief (‘agida) of mam Ibn 
Kathir a who states it is narrated by a “large group of scholars” 
(jama‘) while considering it to be a renowned account and con- 
comitantly, he did not issue any discrediting information about 
it (jarh). Please note that Imam Ibn Kathir & nowhere calls it 
polytheism (shirk), rather he uses it as proof in his magnificent 
Tafsir. Another point worth noting is that citing this report from 
Ibn Kathir’s tafsir reveals the deceit of the some modern-day, 
self-styled reformists (Salafis) who have deliberately removed 
this report from modern Arabic and English versions of Tafsir fbn 
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Katbir, to tamper and erase the truch therein. Ihave physic ly sen 
this tampering of Islamic texts in many versions on masjid 
and whar's worse, how many people have a tampered version and 
are complerely unaware! 

Also, dear Muslim, you should note chat rawassul is not, as 
some unorthodox Muslim groups often claim, related to eed 
(‘agida), but it is actually an action. which relates to jurisprudence 
(fgh). Allof the orthodox scholars have cited the above cepor ig 
the law books within the chapters of Hay Rites and Vj; Ling the 
Grave ofthe Prophet d. While using this as a proof, none of the 
classical lmams deemed this incident polytheism (shirk) or nny. 
ation (bida’, which proves beyond any shadow of doubt thatthe 
great scholars of AMI al-Sunnah cited it as proof and believed s, 
tawassul, Had there been a hint of shirk in such a practice, they 
would have never ignored its refutation, let alone cite it in the 
category of recommended deeds. 

Itis important to mention the following beautiful explanation 
of Imam al-Nawawi a who was a great specialist of hadith in 
the Shafi school and is a top-ranking hadith scholar (mubaddieh) 
to the extent that his books of hadith like Riyad al-Salshin are 
translated in a variety of languages and approved by the Muslim 
Umma in its entirety. 


shelves 


2. Imam al-Nawawi ae in his al-Majrnit while emphatically prov. 
ing tawassul said: 
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[The pilgrim] should turn towards the face of the Messenger of 
‘Allah & and make him a means (tatwvassul) for the sake of him- 
self and also scck his intercession (shafiitz) with his Lord Most 
High. In this regard, the best of sayings is the report of Imam 
a}-Mawardi a and Qadi Abu al-Tayyib a and ‘all our other 
companions also narrate the narration of ‘Utbi deeming it to 
be good’ i.e. a bedouin who visited the Prophet's grave and sat 


beside it said: “Peace be upon you, O Messenger of Allah! I have 
heard that Allah has said: 


(Had they, when they had wronged themselves, come to you and 
asked Allah's forgiveness and the Apostle had asked forgsveness 
for them, they would certainly have found Allah Oft-Relentmg, 
Merciful.) (Quran 4:64) 


Therefore, I have come to you for forgiveness of my sins and 
secking your intercession with 


8, p. 274) 





jah. (Nawawi, al-Maymu’, vol. 


Note: This beautiful explanation by Imam al-Nawawi & 
proves without any shadow of doubt that the scholars of hadith 
(mubaddithin) not only authenticated this report, but also deemed 
the action recommended. We ask the modern sects and those 
affected by their propaganda not to consider themselves supertor 
toclassical hadith masters like Imam al-Nawawi 3, who is unani- 
mously agreed to have penned the definitive commentary of Sabib 
‘Muslim and who was a leading authority in the Shafi School. 
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In addition, many other legendary scholars whom Wahab, 
revere very highly like Flafiz Ibn Kathirand athers, have als useq 
irae conclusive proof. We shall not go inte detail about the nary. 
torsof this report because when mahaddithin have authenticated i 
then even tf the Wahalu sect finds some s0-called weakness in the 
chain of narrators today, it shall stand as pull and void accor 
to the Onahodox Sunt Community (ABI al-Swama wa al-Jomain 
because the great mubadditbin knew weakness and strength i, 
hadith berter than us, yet they did not deny it. 


ing 


3. Imam Jalal al-Din al-Suyatt a in al-Durr al-Manthir States; 
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(pbs a So al fe IPN Hs Le gies 
ay iyksy Piper a Saree AD Ny REG A gS gna 
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Imam al-Bayhaqi a has narrated the same incident as above 
from Abi Harb al-Hilali who said: and then he mentioned 
the incident of the bedouin.” (SuytitT, Tafsir al-Duery al-Manthir, 
under the Qur'anic exegesis of Sura Nisa, verse 64) 





4. Imam Qurtubi & on tawassul relates: 
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It is related from Aba Sadiq # that Imam ‘Ali @ said: “Three 
days after burying the Prophet @, a bedoum came and threw 
himself on the grave of the Prophet @ and took the soil and 
threw it on his head and said: ‘O Messenger of Allah @! You did 
speak and we did hear; you learned from Allah and we learned 
from you. Among those things that Allah revealed upon you is: 
(. .and had they, when they were unjust to themselves, come to you 
and asked forgiveness of Allah and the Messenger had (also) asked 
forgiveness for them. ..) and Yhave certainly wroaged myself and 
now I haye come to you so that you may ask forgiveness for me.” 
Thereafter, a call from the grave came: ‘Undoubtedly, you have 
been forgiven!” (al-Quetubi, al-Jami‘ li ahkam al-Qur‘an, vol. 6, 
p- 439, Sura Nisa, verse 64) 





The incident of the bedouin has also been recorded by the fol- 
lowing imams: 


x. Bayhaqi’s Shu‘ab al-iman (vol. 3, p. 495-496, hadith 4178). 

2. Ibn Qudama's al-Mughni (Book: Kitab al-Haj), Chapter: 
‘The Recommendation of Visiting the Prophet's Grave d, 
vol. 5, p. 465). 

3. Ibn ‘Asakir’s Tabdhib tarikh Dimashg al-kabir popularly 
known as Tahdhib lin ‘Asakir as quoted by Imam as-Subki 
in Shifa’ al-sigam fi ziyarat khayr-il-‘anam (p. 46-47). 

4. Imam Abu Hayyan al-Andaliisi’s Tafsir al-babr al-mubit 
{vol. 3, p. 269, Nisa: 64). 
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5. invamal- Muttaqi a indi's Kanz al-‘ummal (r; 714, hadith 
10422). 


6. Ibn Hajar Haytarn’s al-Jawhar al-munazzam (p, 5x). 


Note: None of these imams implied this report Contained the 
shghtest expression of polytheism or innovation (shirk of bida’) 


COMMENTARY ON THE HADITH OF THE BLIND Man 
A DIRECT ORDER FROM THE PROPHET gh 
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The hadith states: “It was narrated from “Uthmin b. Hunayf a, 
thar a blind man came to the Prophet # and said: ‘Pray to Allah 
to heal me.’ He said: ‘If you wish to store your reward for the 
Hereafter, that is better, or if you wish, I shall supplicate for you.’ 
Supplicate.” So he g} told him to perform ablution and do 
pray two raka‘, and to say this supplication: Allalurnma 
innsas'aluka wa atawajjabu ilayka bi Mubammadin, naby al-rabma, 
Ya Mubammad! Inns gad tawajjahtu bika ila rabbi lituqda li fi hajati 





76 





TAWASSUL 


padbnbi. Allaburnma fashaffithu fiya (O Allah, | ask of You and I 

my face towards You by virtue of Muhammad the Prophet 
aercy. O Muhamaad, I have turned to my Lord by virtue of 
et intercession concerning this nced of mine so that it may be 
met. © Allah, accept his intercession concerning me.)"” (Sunan 
fbn Mayah. Darussalam Publisher, p. 197, hadith #1385} 


References 


q, Ahmad b. Hanbal’s Musnad (4: 138, hadith 17246-17247), 

2. Bayhaqi’s Dala’d al-nubuwwa (vol. 6, p. 166-167), 

3. Bukhari's Tarihh al-kabir (vol. 6, p. 209, Biography number 
2192). 

4. Hakim’s al-Mustadrak (1: 313, hadith 5x9) where he 
declared it rigorously authentic (Sahih). 

5. Al-Hakim’s Mustadrak ‘ala al-sabshayn (Book on Optional 
Salah, vol. 1, p. 449, hadith 1181). 

6. Ibn Hajar Hayrami’s al-Jawhar-ul-munazzam (p. 61). 

7. Ibn Kathir’s al-Brdaya wa al-nthaya (4: 558). 

8. Ibn Khuzayma’s Sabth (Chapter on Creating Desire and 
Aversion (527), vol. 2, p. 225, hadith 129 

9. Ibn Majah’s Sunan (Chapter of the Call to Commence the 
Prayer and its Sunmas, p. 197, hadith 1385). In Ibn Majah’s 
Sunan it then says: “Lmam Abu Ishag a said: ‘This hadith 
is is rigourously authentic (Sabih).” 

10. Mundhiri’s al-Targhib wa al-tarbib (Chapter on the Need 
Prayer, vol. 1, p. 241). 

11, Nasa’i’s Amal al-yawm waal-layla (p. 417, hadith 658-659). 

12, Nawawi's al-Adbkar (p. 83). 

13. Tirmidhi’s al-/anai‘al-sahib (Book of Supplications, Chapter 
I19, 5: 569, hadith 3578) where he declared it a sound, rare 
report (basan gharib). 
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Nove: lmams Ibn Majah, al-Hakim and al-Dhahabi have declared 
it a rigorously authentic report (sabth) while al-Tirmidhi Bradeq 
it a sound, rare report (hasan sabih gharib). 


Classic Commentary on this Hadith 

Apart from cecording it and deerning it tigorously authentic 
(sabib), numerous mubaddithin have also expounded upon it in 
their classical commentaries widely accepted across the Umma, 
We will quote but ewo of the grants of the Umma here: the prea, 
Afghan saint and scholar, Malla ‘AlTal-Qari(d. M1 r0r4/a0 1605) 
and the Egyptian hadith scholar Imam al-Munawi (d, att z0347 
AD 1621). In bold is the original hadith text and the Plain text is 
the commentary from the respective commentator. 


Mulla ‘Alial- Qari from his Commentary on Mishkat al-masabih 
It was narrated from ‘Uthman b. Hunayf that a blind man lie, 
one of extremely poor eyesight or blind] came to the Prophet 
and said: “Pray to Allah to heal mec” {i.e. from the impairment in 
my eyesight]. He said: “If you wish [i.c. if you choose the sup| 
cation], I shall supplicate fi.e. for you]. And if you were patient 

i.e. if you wani to be patient and content with this ailment], it 
[i.e. patience] is better for you.” [For Allah has said in a hadith 
gudsi: ‘If Allah tests a man by losing his two beloved ones (his 
eyes) and he exercises patience, I 
stead Paradise] 

As for what Ibn Hajar al-Haytami’s said, “The same reward 
will be reaped if a man loses one eye,” this is debatable due to 
it outwardly contradicting the hadith. And furthermore, losing 
one eye does not create the same urgent difficulty that would be 
entailed in losing both eyes. 


So he {the man] said: “Supplicate.” {Jn the Arabic, there is a 











guarantee for him in their 
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after “supplicate” which can either mean “supplicate to 





unt 
He vo tsupplicate for well-being.”] 
Al Ibn Hajar @ said: “He only chose the option of supplication 


because it Was the easier of the two while still entertaining the 

ibility of obtaining the other option for there 1s nothing to 
ees ined, Rather, the hadith makes 
indicate that both cannot be obtained. Rather, 1 ith mal 
‘one feel that in it is what negates the idea that only one can be 
obtained, because whoever chooses between two options will 
choose the better of the two and there is no harm in that. And 
it is understood that that man believed thar having his eyesight 
returned to him would be beneficial for his religion which would 
surpass the reward of exercising patience.” 

I {Mulla Ali al-Qari say: This is problematic because how 
can this be assumed in the context of the Prophet's words & “it 
is better for you” which is an indication to the words of Allah 
Most High (It may be that you dislike a thing while it is good for 
you) (Bagara: 216)? Al Tibi a& corroborates what we have said 
when he states: “The Prophet @ made the supplication refer 
back to himself and likewise the man actually sought that he @ 
supplicate as such. Subsequently, the Prophet g commanded the 
man himself to supplicate as if he g was not satisfied with the 
man’s choice for the Prophet to supplicate for him when he said: 
‘patience is better for you.’ However, the Prophet's g making 
himself an intercessor for the man and a means (wasila) for the 
answering of the supplication is understood to mean that he @ 

plays a vital role in that supplication.” 

So the Prophet g commanded him to perform ablution 
and do it well [i.e. to perform the sunmas and etiquettes (dab) 
that constitute its perfection], to pray two raka‘, and to say this 
supplication: All@burma inni as’aluka wa atawajjabu ilayka 
bi Muhammadin nabi al-rabma. Ya Muhammadu! Inni qad 
tawajjabtu bika ila rabbi fi hajati hadbihi litugda. Allabumma 
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fashaff'en fiya (O Allah, Task of You [ie. che subtest 
the Noblest Bestower] and Irurn my face towards You 
of Your Prophet Muhammad, the Propher of merc 
rributor of mercy, remover of distress, intercessor for the Um, 
described as being the mercy to the worlds, and sent toan Umno 
tnho shown mercy rom the Most Merciful ofthoxe wh sin 
mercy. And how excellent is it to receive mercy that will Temoye 
distress and to receive tat the time of his Intercession 9 for the 
Ummat!|. O Muhammad, [ have turned to my Lord by virtue of 
your intercession concerning this need of mine so that it may be 
snet. O Allah, accept his intercession concerning me.) (Mulla 
‘Ali al-Qari, Mirgar al-mafatib, (5: +730), rigorously authentic 
(sabib), 14-2495]- 


Plea to 
by virtue 
¥ lhe. dis. 


Note: This hadith has two different versions that record a different 
word at its end, namely (3) and (3) which only entail a semantic 
difference, and are explained by Imam al-Tibi as recorded by 
Imam al-Munawi in his commentary cited below, 


Hafiz al-Munawt from his Commentary Fayd al-Qadir 


EA aD BS git BS SISA, BLY ca 
pebsgh. J ab SE GEILE S J 
O Allah! J ask You [| seek from You] and I turn to You by Your 
Prophet Muhammad [he ex] icitly mentioned his own name yg 
despite sts prohibition being transmitted, out of humility (tawadu') 
inorder to teach his followers], the Prophet of mercy |i.c. deployed 
as a mercy to the worlds]. 

O Muhammad! | turn by virtue of you {i.e. | seek intercession 
sth you to my Lord. AI-Tibi said: the Arabic letter ‘ba’in ‘by virtue 
of you’ (bska) 1s to seek aid (al-ssti‘ana) and his words yy ‘I turn by ur. 
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ue of you tO Lord’ contains the meanings of etal words: (Who 
there to intercede with Him save by isle permission?) (Quran 2:255). 
” In this need of mine to resolve it for me (i.e. so my Lord can 
resolve it for me by the Prophet's intercession g.] So the man first 
asked Allah to permit His Prophet to intercede for him, then he 
rurned to the Prophet seeking his intercession for himself. Then 
he rurned back to his Lord to accept the Prophet’s intercession @. 
(© Allah! Cause him to intercede in my case [1.e. accept his 
intercession in my case to create sympathy and favour for me]. 
AL-TIbi said: “If you ask whar the meaning is of [rhe two differ- 
ent words reported at the end of the hadith in the two different 
versions namely} ‘for me’ (Ii) and ‘in my case’ (fiyya)? I say: the 
meaning of ‘for me’ (i) is like Allah's words: (Lord? Expand for 
sme (li) ray breast) (Taha: 25) which describes his overall need first 
[ie., expansion}, and thereafter pleads for the specific need [i.., 
my breast} in order to be more penetrating and impactful to the 
soul, And the meaning of ‘1 my case’ (fiyya) carries the meanings 
i.e., he # caused my need to be resolved and made Him [Allah] 
deem my need important. An equivalent co this wording in the 
hadith is found in the words of Allah Most High: 4. . .and rectify 
for me in the matter of my children) (Quran 46:15).” 

Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam @& said: “This should be restricted to the 
Propher @ because he is the master of the children of Adam, and to 
not swear an oath to Allah by anyone else other than him g among 
the Prophets, angels and saints (‘awliya’) because they are not 
near his rank @, and ir is from what is exclusively distinguished 
for him to bring artention to his lofry rank and elevated station.” 

Imam Subki @& said: “It is excellent to seek intermediation 
(tawassul), seck aid (isti‘ana) and to seek intercession |tashaffu') 
by the Propher g co his Lord and noone from the Pious Forbears 
(Salef) not from among the later scholars disapproved of this until 
Ibn Taymiyya came along and disapproved of it and swerved 
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from the straight path and innovated, saying what no dedi 
before ever said thus becoming an anamolous example ani 
the people of Islam. And in al-Khasa’is, ris permissible to gyre 
an oath by Allah and nor by the Prophet nor anyone ese. The 
was mentioned by [bn‘Abd al-Salim, however Imam al-Qushaye 
narrated from Ma‘rof al-Karkhi that Ma‘rif said to his students: 
‘ifyou havea need from Ailah, then beseech Allah by me Becatiie 
‘Lam an intermediary between you and Him up to this poine 
your journeying to Allah.” That is due to his Propheti inheritance 
from the Chosen one @."** 

As for Imam Subki’s saying that no one among the Pious 
Forbears (Salaf) has ever disapproved of tawassul, this is borne out 
by the very fact that this was recorded by Imams al-Tirmidhi, tb 
Majah, and al Hakim. Al-Hakim graded it rigorously authenne 
(sahih) according to the conditions of Bukhari and Muslim and 
the Umma has accepted and practiced this for hundreds of yea 
without any reluctance about its acceptance. 

As for the validity of using this supplication during the sub. 
sequent generations after the death of the Messenger of Allah 
#, then the clearest and most accurate ruling about this matter 





26 Translator’s nore: This 13 not a decisive text in meaning or authority ro 
abrogate strong traditions forbidding swearing by other than Allah, The quote of 
Matrofal-Karby is: |e cio! ib inte at Ji 25) 35141) "If you have a need with Allch, then 
beseech Him through me.’ It does net mean that you swear by Ma'raf before Allah 

Although in Shaykh Muhammad Maw! id's book Muharram al-isan{Prohubreions 
‘ofthe Tongue), he does say that some of the scholars considered it permissible toswear 
by something venerated by Allah such as the Prophet aur the Ka’ba, yer itis berterto 
refrain from this, One of the notable scholars who permutted thisis Ahmad b. Hanbal 
as mentioned in tba Taymiyya’s Mari al-Fatawa, vo}. 27, pg. 349. 

‘One should note that the commentators all mention chat the word Fgsamt(¢i-3) 
does not mean an oath here. Rather st means to beseech. You say 1n Arab. wgsimi 

‘aleyka (ole (i), which means ‘I beseech you" and st does not mean that you are 
sweanng an cath by the person. Hf the Arabic parncle ‘afd { Je) 1s used x means to 
Descech. Uqsimu bika (ot.¢-ii] means to swear an cath by someone, And Allah Most 
High knows best. 
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which is among the matters of theology (‘aqida) without any dis- 

unanimously that the Companion ‘Uthman b. Hunayf 
crepancy 15 A rie eae 
gw also taught it to other people during the caliphate of ‘Urhman 
b.‘Affan a and their needs were resolved by using it [which ts a 
practical proof of its acceptability since the Prophet @ cerified 
to the uprightness (‘adata) of the first three generations]. This 
was the reason for narrating the hadith, so pay heed. And there 
ig no consideration given to the speech of one who opposes the 
Companions in matters connected to ‘aqida. Those who opposed 
the Companions in this were who they were, regardless if they 
had great contributions and great virtues in other issues for the 
Muslim nation ‘ike Ibn Taymiyya &—may Allah overlock our 
shortcomings and his and our mistakes by His mercy. Amin. 
(al-Munawi, Fayd al-Qadir, vol. 2, p. 169, 1508) 

And lastly, this hadith is recorded in Nasir al-Din al-Albani's 
book Sahih al-Targhib wa al-Tarhib, in the Chapter on Nawafil, in 
the section Encouraging Salab al-Hayah and its Supplications, on p- 
428, hadith #681, as rigorously authentic (sabib). This is according 
to one of the Shaykh’s direct students here in Toronto and is the 
Shaykh’s last opinion, and Allah knows best. 


CONCLUSION 


‘We have seen from the tafsir of verse sixty-four in Sirah Nisa’ 
and the hadith of the Prophet @ that tawassul or seeking an 
intermediary, while believing Allah is the only true power, is not 
only permissible but recommended and performed both during 
the life of the Prophet @ and after. We learned that: 


3. Numerous scholars of both tafsir and hadith have cited the 
Story of the Bedouin's tawassul after the Prophet's death 
for example Ibn Kathir and Imam al-Nawawi a. 
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2. Numerous hadith scholars have recorded the Hadith of the 
Blind Man of “Uthman b. Hunayf a and graded ir to be 
rigorously authentic (sabih). 

3. None of them refuted it saying it was polytheism oF even 
an expression of polytheism, rather they said it was per. 
missible and recommended. 

4. We saw in the introduction of this book that the jurists 
(fugaha') have considered tawassul a good practice, fy 
example the renowned Hanafi, Imam Shucunbulah 
Morag al-Falab. 





May Allah grant usthe correct understanding and implementation 
of His Din by the rank of the Prophet @. Amin. 
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